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Abstract: This paper attempts to delve into the word formation process
of ‘Oksusu(maize) —a word having a similar meaning to the word
‘Kangnaengyi(corn) —that seemed to be derived from the 17th ~19th
Century Korean Language. Based on the inquiries into <A source book
of Korea dialects>, the word ‘Oksusu’ is dispersed within the dialect of
the central part of Korea, while the word ‘Kangnaengyi’ is spread
within that of the northern and southern part of Korean Peninsula.
Although it is assumed that the order of word formation correlates with
the dialect distribution, it is necessary to reconsider the idea that word
formation has something to do with the period of dialect distribution.
Thus, it is indispensably important to examine more into the objectivity
of the order of word formation through bibliographic data. Apart from
criticizing the existing debates on the formation process of the word
‘Oksusu’ and ‘Kangnaengyi’, this dissertation also proposes a
possibility of a new process of word formation.

Keywords: word formation process, borrowed word, the origin of
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