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Title: Spoken and written languages in Central Asian Korean

Author: Kwon Jae-il, Seoul National University, Republic of Korea

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to confirm the separate existence of
spoken and written languages in Central Asian Korean and explore the
grammatical characteristics, mainly case markings and sentence endings, of
each language. The data include audio recordings of my own field research,
literary works, articles and editorials selected from Lenin Kichi. Main points
of the present study are as follows.

First, it is confirmed that both casual spoken language and formal written
language of Central Asian Korean are in use together.

Second, commonalities and differences exist between case markings of
spoken and written Central Asian Korean. Characteristics of the spoken
language include the following. ‘-i’ is the only nominative case marker. ‘-
eu/leu’ are main accusative case markers. Genitive case markers are rarely
used. “-ga’is used as a comitative marker. In contrast, in written language, ‘-
i/ga’ are used as the nominative case markers, a genitive case marker ‘-euy’is
used, and -gwa/wa’ are used as comitative markers. These characteristics of
the written Central Asian Korean are almost identical to those of Modern
Korean case markings.

Third, sentence endings of spoken and written Central Asian Korean also
show both commonalities and differences. In spoken language, ‘-guma’ and *-
seumdu’ are used as honorific declarative and interrogative endings,
respectively. In written forms, ‘-seupnida’ and “-seupnikka’ are instead used as
honorific declarative and interrogative endings, respectively. Interrogative
endings “-neunya’ and ‘-ni’ are used only in written language, not spoken
language. These characteristics of written Central Asian Korean are almost
identical to those of Modern Korean sentence endings.

Finally, 1 would like to express my sincere gratitude to Professor Nelly Pak
who gave me the opportunity to have an interest in Central Asian Korean and
helped me very much during my field research.

Keywords: Central Asian Korean, spoken Central Asian Korean, written
Central Asian Korean, Modern Korean, case marker, declarative ending,
interrogative ending
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